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AGENDA 

CRJU 2020, Ethical Theories and Moral Issues in Criminal Justice 

FALL TERM 2014  

ARMSTRONG STATE UNIVERSITY 

 

Week 6 

 

1. Contact information: 

 

Professor: Bill Griffin 

Residence: Savannah 

Daytime workplace: Home office 

Office phone:  912-349-7989 

Cell phone: 912-667-1970 

Personal e-mail: billgriffin@theleadershipcenter.com    Please use this one. 

 

2. There was an “officer involved shooting” in Savannah on Thursday.  Citizen protests 

have been launched.  Now we have our own local version of Ferguson, MO to observe.  

On Friday evening, I listened to the TV news.  I believe I heard the following version of 

the facts.  Police were serving a warrant.  They handcuffed a fellow and put him into a 

police car.  The fellow managed to get the handcuffs from behind him to in front of him.  

Then he broke the patrol car window and crawled out.  Police noticed that he had a 

weapon, something that they had not noticed before.  They fired at him, and he was 

killed.  I think the uproar involves mainly the following questions:  If a suspect is 

handcuffed, hasn’t he been somewhat subdued?  Does he present the sort of threat to life 

that would warrant using a firearm to get him under control?    

 

3. Tina Brown was our guest speaker on Wednesday Sept. 10.  She told me that a local TV 

station asked her to work on the “officer involved shooting.”  So we may see her doing 

some reporting on the case.   

 

4. The NFL continues in the news.  I find myself asking some questions.  What duty does an 

employer have to punish employees who indulge in antisocial conduct?  In our society, 

we have a criminal justice system that is supposed to identify, accuse, arrest, try, punish, 

and rehabilitate wrongdoers.  Most employers rely on the criminal justice system to fulfil 

this responsibility.  Should employers also be actively involved in this process?  

Sometimes the answer is clearly “yes.”  For example, if a bank learns that an employee 

has embezzled funds, the bank should assist the police and prosecutors, and I believe the 

bank has a right to terminate the employee.  Here is another example:  If a trucking 

company has a “no drinking” policy for its drivers (to protect the public and minimize 
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liability for the company), and they learn that one of their drivers was arrested after 

drinking alcohol and causing an accident, I think it is appropriate for the trucking 

company to terminate the employee.  Now, let’s look at the other end of the spectrum.  

Let’s assume you are a barber, and you work for a national chain in a shopping mall. You 

and your spouse get into a squabble, the police come to your home, and they decide to 

arrest both of you for battery.  Should your employer terminate you?  Does the squabble 

with your spouse have any relationship to your job?  Should your employer, which has 

many responsibilities already, also assume responsibilities to supplement the criminal 

justice system and participate in punishing you?  Returning to the NFL, their job is to 

stage football games for public viewing, which seems to me to be a long distance from 

playing a supplementary role in the criminal justice system.  Many people believe the 

NFL should get involved in these assault cases (i.e., spouse punching, child spanking).  

They believe the NFL should punish the players or terminate their employment, in some 

cases before the criminal justice system has finished its work by convicting someone.  

Most employers in the US do not get involved in things like this, because (1) We already 

have the criminal justice system to doing it for us, and (2) They are busy running their 

business (e.g., selling shoes), and they do not have the skills or time to get involved in 

supplementing the criminal justice process.   

 

5. Several years ago, I was working in an engineering company.  Dan, a fellow who worked 

for me, developed a drug problem.  He characterized it as a “headache problem” that 

often made it impossible for him to come to work.  The company did not fire him, and 

they did not report him into the police.  Instead, they got him involved in their Employee 

Assistance program, which seemed to involve counseling.  I think they did this because 

they wanted to “do something about his problem,” but they did not want a working class 

professional person to enter the criminal justice system if he could be “cured” by 

counseling.  Given that the employee was breaking criminal laws, did the company have 

an ethical obligation to reported Dan to the police?  In terms of ethics and responsibility, 

what should the company have done?  Let’s discuss.  Incidentally, the company was very 

strict about drug use on construction projects.  Using a “zero tolerance rule,” they did 

regular drug testing, and they terminated employees who failed drug tests.  Dan and I 

were working in an office building, not a construction site, so the zero tolerance rule did 

not apply to him.  What happened to Dan?  He resigned from the company so that he 

could focus on curing his “headache problem.”  I had a concern that he would end up 

spending his pension money on drugs. 

 

6. Writing assignments.  Always turn in a hard copy of each research paper.  Also send an 

electronic copy to me.  When you e-mail your papers to me, please use a file name that 

starts with your last name and follows with the WA-number.  Example: “Williams WA-

1” 

 

 



3 
 

7. Reading assignment for Week 6.  Prior to Monday of Week 6, read all of Chapter 5.  

Come to class prepared to discuss.   

 

8. Writing Assignment for Week 6.  WA-6.  Write a 300-word summary of Chapter 5.  

Submit it at the end of class on Monday of Week 6.  You can score up to 10 points on this 

assignment. 
 

9. News Clips. 

 

 Parents who kill their children.  This article was pulled together by USA Today.  

It is full of intriguing statistics.  An average of 450 children are killed each year 

by their parents.  Most of these children are under five years old (i.e., helpless).  

About half die from injuries caused by their parents.  Men kill six out of ten of the 

children; men use violence.  In murders with multiple victims, fathers are the 

culprit 70 percent of the time.  When women kill, it usually involves children less 

than a year old.  The average age of men who kill is 30.  The median age of 

women who kill is 20-22.  Men tend to plan these murders.  Women tend to do it 

on impulse.  In regard to our course, is there something the criminal justice 

system can do to reduce the number of these murders? 

 

 Mother held on no bail as gruesome discovery tests a town’s residents.  This is a 

bizarre story of a woman, four children found alive, and three children found dead 

in a filthy house.  Blackstone is a small town west of Boston.  This case has some 

similarities of another 2014 story in which a Utah woman bore six children, killed 

them, and she stored the bodies in her garage.  I suppose one moral of the story is 

that, even though a person is mentally troubled, they are still capable of getting 

pregnant and bringing them into a very unpleasant environment.  What ethical 

duty does government have to deal with situations like this?  When do we 

mobilize mental health people?  When do we mobilize law enforcement people?  

What tests do officials use to decide how to handle these troubled people?   

 

 Scrutiny of South Carolina agency began before the killing of 5 siblings.  This 

case involved a father who was upset that his wife had become involved with 

another man.  He ended up killing all five children.  He drove outside of South 

Carolina and was captured by Alabama police.  He led them to the location where 

he had disposed of bodies.  Unlike many desperate fathers, this man did not seem 

to have money problems.  He had a $70,000 per year IT job.  As often happens in 

cases like this, the social services agencies are being criticized for not stepping in 

and removing the children from the home.  Because it is an election year, the 

attack ads have begun.  I am waiting to see what the man’s wife/ex-wife has to 

say.  Why did he have custody of five children?  Did she have custody rights?   
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 Justice Dept. announces Ferguson Police probe.  In the wake of the situation in 

Ferguson, MO, several investigations have been launched.  This article discusses 

an investigation by the US Justice Department.  It appears the focus will be civil 

rights issues.  In the past, there have been occasions where local criminal justice 

people did not treat black people fairly, and it was necessary for federal officials 

to become involved.   

 

 Okla. Report:  executioners need more training.  During the 20
th

 Century, most 

executions were conducted by hanging, electric chairs or gas chambers.  People 

were concerned that these methods were “inhumane.”  So the idea arose that 

lethal injection could be used to execute people in a painless manner.  Some 

injection executions have gone as desired, but some have not gone well.  In turn, 

there are outcries that lethal injection id inhumane, and it constitutes a form of 

“cruel and unusual punishment” that violates the US Constitution.   

 

 Pool of 2,000 for trial in Boston.  The trial of the Boston Marathon bomber is 

gearing up.  One of the required steps is the selection of a jury.  There are 

estimates that 800 to 2,000 prospective jurors will need to be screened.  I have 

concerns that the jury selection process in the US is out of control.  It should not 

be necessary for 800 or 2,000 people to be screened in order to select a fair jury.  I 

was a juror in a two-hour criminal trial a couple of years ago, and our 12-member 

jury required a panel of 60 people to be screened.   I was called to be in the 60-

person jury pool for a civil trial.  Sixty people took off work to come to the 

courthouse.  We went through juror training.  Then they told us the case had been 

settled, and they sent us home.  The financial impact of keeping 60 jurors away 

from work for a day was probably greater than the amount in dispute in the 

lawsuit.   

 

 It’s catch and release for local criminals.  This is a letter to the editor of the 

Savannah Morning News.  It tells a story (possibly true) of how a person was 

accused of committing three misdemeanors and seven felonies.  Bail was set at 

only $1,630.  The defendant was allowed to go out on bail by posting one tenth of 

this amount, $163.  Compare this to the arrest of the person in California who was 

accused of setting a big forest fire.  His bail was set at $10 million.  I wonder if 

there is a way to rationally resolve these two bail cases.  Let’s talk about this 

during the course.   

 

 The unexpected guests.  This is an interesting essay about a face to face meeting 

between a lady and a couple of guys who seemed interested in burglarizing her 

house.  There were a couple of times when I opened the door for a stranger, and it 
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turned out that they needed my help.  They were not there to hurt me.  By 

contract, my elderly aunt opened the door and was greeted by two ladies.  They 

forced their way into her house, assaulted her, and stole her engagement ring, 

which was worth $17,000.   

 

 When whites just don’t get it, Part 2.  This is the second editorial by Nicholas 

Kristoff.  I think his arguments are powerful.  He mentions lotteries.  My family 

was totally broke from my age 3 to age 13, so I did not win the “born rich 

lottery.”  However, my family, through dumb luck, moved to a neighborhood with 

excellent public schools, so I won the education lottery.  Although I completed 25 

years of school, I hit my academic peak in 11
th

 grade in public school. 

 

 End mass incarceration now.   This is an editorial.  The USA is an “advanced 

country.”  We have a low crime rate, like other democracies.  Yet we have an 

incarceration rate that is five to ten times higher than other democracies.  Over 2 

million people are in jail, nearly one percent of our population.  Most of the 

people in jail have been convicted of nonviolent crimes.  Is it really necessary to 

keep them there?  I am an international person.  I have lived in Italy and France. 

These are safe, prosperous places to live.  They are able to do that without 

keeping lots of people in jail.  Why are we doing it?  What can we do to change 

our system?   

 

 Piper pleads guilty to reduced charges in ’10 death of wife.  Many years ago, if a 

person was drinking, had a wreck, and killed someone, the criminal justice system 

usually did nothing about it.  They called it an “accident.”  Because of pressure 

brought by Mothers Against Drunk Driving, the rules have changed.  If a drunk 

driver kills someone, they are usually sent to jail, perhaps for manslaughter.  I am 

a boater.  For some reason, when people get into a boat, they want to party.  

Sometimes they get drunk.  That is not a good idea, because it is much easier to 

wreck a boat than a car.  Now state laws have been passed that punish drunk 

driving of boats.  This case is an example.  It appears that Lawrence Piper was 

piloting a powerboat.  He made a sudden turn.  His wife was swept overboard.  

She died.  He was using some sort of recreational substance.  Now he has 

submitted a guilty plea to misdemeanor homicide by vessel. 

 

10. Week 7 
 

Chapter 5, continued.   
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WA-7.  Write a 600-word paper on a topic connected with Chapter 5 (TBD).  Come to 

class prepared to discuss on Monday of Week 7.  Submit at the end of class on 

Wednesday of Week 7.  You can score up to 30 points on this assignment.   
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SUPPLEMENT TO AGENDA FOR WEEK 6 

 

We are coming up on Week 6.  We will be reading and discussing Chapter 5.  Note that, for 

Week 7, we will continue discussing Chapter 5, and you will be writing a 600-word paper.  The 

syllabus includes the following language: 

 

WA-7.  Write a 600-word paper on a topic connected with Chapter 5 (TBD).  Come to 

class prepared to discuss on Monday of Week 7.  Submit at the end of class on 

Wednesday of Week 7.  You can score up to 30 points on this assignment.   

 

The purpose of this supplement is to fill in the TBD (to be determined) language above.  You 

have several options for topics for your paper. 

 

1.  Pick one of five options.  Look at the five Critical Thinking Exercises on pages 63 to 65.  

If you see one that looks interesting, use it as a topic for your paper.  Use the file name 

“your last name WA-7-5.1” if you have chosen Exercise 5.1, A Boat Ride with Some 

Close Friends”.    

 

2. Or pick the sixth option.  In the 1700s, many European countries used debtors’ prisons.  

People were sent to jail if they had unpaid debts.  When the US was established, the 

founding fathers realized that, if a person owes money but does not have the cash to pay 

the debt, putting them in jail would make it even more difficult for them to earn money 

and pay the debt.  So our founding fathers wanted to prohibit debtors’ prisons.  Today, in 

the US, if someone owes you money, you can sue them (i.e., a civil law dispute), but 

normally you can’t have them thrown in jail (i.e., a penalty normally associated with a 

criminal case).   

 

That brings us to 1976.  I was in evening law school with Helaine Palmer, one of the top 

students in our class.  She had an interesting day job.  She worked for the government of 

Massachusetts.  Her job was to find “deadbeat dads.”  These were fathers who had 

violated Massachusetts court orders to make child support payments to their wives.  If 

they did not pay, it was assumed that they were irresponsible fellows who had the money 

but were selfishly refusing to send a check to the child’s mother every month.  The dads 

were put in jail if they did not pay.  Helaine was very aggressive and very effective.  

Parade Magazine published a national story about her.  I supposed that some of the dads 

were real deadbeats who had the money but were refusing to pay, and I thought Helaine’s 

efforts were a useful way to deal with them.  But some of the fathers had a different 

reason for not paying.  Dad was not paying child support because he was broke and/or 

unemployed.    

 

Should a person be put in jail because they are financially unable to pay child support or 

some other debt?  In some jurisdictions, if a person is unable to pay some kinds of 

obligations (traffic tickets, fines), they can be put in jail.  Despite the fact that our 
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Founding Fathers wanted to prohibit debtors’ prisons, did we create them during the 20
th

 

Century?  Have we blurred the line between civil wrongs and criminal wrongs by 

applying criminal punishment (jail) to matters that seem to belong in the civil law arena 

(e.g., personal injury lawsuits, contract disputes)?  Look at the discussion in Chapter 5 

(especially choosing what to criminalize on pages 49 – 51.  Does our textbook provide a 

justification for criminalizing failure to pay debts?   

 

Use the file name:  “Your last name WA-7-5.6.” 
 

 

 


