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AGENDA
CRJU 2020
FALL TERM 2014
ARMSTRONG STATE UNIVERSITY
Week 4
1. Contact information:
Professor: Bill Griffin
Residence: Savannah
Daytime workplace: Home office
Office phone: 912-349-7989
Cell phone: 912-667-1970
Personal e-mail: billgriffin@theleadershipcenter.com

Please use this one.

2. We have a guest speaker scheduled for Wednesday Sept. 10. Tina Brown is a journalist
who covered the crime scene in Connecticut. She was a professional observer of the
criminal justice system for 30 years.
3. Writing assignments. When you e-mail your papers to me, please use a file name that
includes your name and WA-number. Example: “Williams WA-1”
4. Reading Assignment for Week 4: Chapter 3. Prior to Monday of Week 4, read all of
Chapter 3. Come to class prepared to discuss.
5. Writing Assignment for WA-4. Write a 300-word summary of Chapter 3. Submit it at
the end of class on Monday of Week 4. You can score up to 10 points on this
assignment.
6. Class discussion of Chapter 3.
7. Other discussions.


I watched a movie called Lord of War. Nicholas Cage stars as an international
weapons dealer. Much of the movie dealt with the ethics of the business. Is it
evil or unethical to sell guns and other weapons to governments and freedom
fighters in third world countries? “No, if I don’t do it, someone else will, because
there will always be wars, and there will always be weapons suppliers.” Or “Yes,
of course it is evil, because these weapons are instruments of death.”



Clint Eastwood directed a movie called Mystic River. One of the storylines is
how the police try to solve a crime while some gangsters try to solve the same
crime. They do not use the same methods.
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8. News Clips.


Ferguson protesters renew push to replace prosecutor. This article appeared in
USA Today on August 22. In the wake of the shooting in Ferguson, MO, one of
the things that will need to be sorted out is whether the police officer broke the
law. One of the first steps in this process is to take the case to a grand jury who
will decide whether to indict the officer for some sort of crime. If they issue an
indictment, then the next big step would be for the police officer to become a
defendant in a criminal trial. During the grand jury procedure, the case is usually
presented by a prosecutor. In the Ferguson case, it appears that this will be done
by Robert McCulloch. He was elected prosecutor over 20 years ago, so he is a
veteran. Not stated in the article is that McCulloch is probably thinking: (1) I am
a veteran. I know the county legal system better than someone else that the
governor might send in. Thus the probability of an error is lower if I manage the
case. (2) I am an honest, capable, hard working person, and it would be an insult
to me as a professional if I were pulled off the case.
Here is my opinion. What McCulloch is not thinking about is optics. Many
people in Ferguson believe that they are not getting a fair deal from the legal
system, not from police, and not from prosecutors. Thousands of people are
protesting. Keeping McCulloch as prosecutor on this case provides people with
an opportunity to continue their belief that the criminal justice system is unfair.
For reasons of optics, McCulloch should be eager to step aside and invite the
governor to appoint a prosecutor to handle the case. It should be someone who
comes from outside the St. Louis area. That won’t satisfy all of the protesters, but
it will convince some of them that McCulloch and the governor want the case to
be handled fairly. Keep in mind that, in trials, it is common for judges to recuse
themselves if it appears that they might be biased; there is no embarrassment for a
judge if they step aside to “avoid the appearance of bias.” The same thinking
should be applied here to the prosecutor.



Are police bigoted? This is a “news analysis” that might be an editorial. I think
the author does a good job of presenting both sides of the issue. For example, it
has been proven that police stop black people and Hispanic people more often
than they stop white people or Asian people. However, when it comes to
shootings, it appears that there does not exist a comprehensive, reliable survey or
study that tells us what is really happening. There is evidence that white police
officers are more likely to shoot black people, but there is also evidence that white
police officers are less likely to shoot black people. There is evidence that a black
police officer is just as likely to shoot a black person as a white police officer is.
The data compiled by the FBI seem to be inconsistent with the data collected by
local police departments. What is going on here?
Let me make some comments from my perspective as a researcher and a scientist.
In this article we are looking at social science research. Sometimes social
scientists might, like a physicist, set up an experiment, generate data, and analyze

3

it. However, in most cases, social scientists do their research on the basis of data
that already exist, that was collected by someone else (e.g., the federal
government). Sometimes these are called “meta studies.” In turn, the way that
the data were originally collected and organized can have a big impact on the
researcher who is performing the meta study. Let me provide an example. Some
years ago, I saw a news clip on which the headline read “Violent crime rates are
up.” Then I read the article, which said that homicides were down, but armed
robberies were up. It appeared that the government agency that compiled the data
had classified homicide as a crime separate from violent crime, even though
homicide is perhaps the most violent crime that a person could commit. So
homicides were not included in the data for violent crimes. I believe the author of
this news analysis is wrestling with this sort of problem. There are sets of data
out there, and all of them are interesting, but there is so much confusion and
inconsistency that it is difficult to draw an overall conclusion on whether white
police officers are more likely to use lethal force toward a black person.


When whites just don’t get it. This is an editorial. Unlike the news analysis
above, the author believes there are some serious race problems remaining in
America. He cites statistics about net worth, income gap, life expectancy, school
curriculum, incarceration, and other topics. His message is that, although we have
made progress since the launch of the civil rights movement of the 1960s, we still
have a lot of work to do.



When a child kills. This is a column written by a fellow who, at the age of 12,
accidentally killed his little brother in a hunting accident. It conveys his thoughts
many years later, and the scars left by the accident.



Verdict shows McDonnell’s crimes were “the real thing.” This is an editorial.
The ex-governor of Virginia and his wife were convicted by a jury of several of
criminal charges.



Other views: Governor loses his big gamble. USA Today prints letters to the
editor on the editorial page. These letters provide public comments about the
McDonnell case. The first letter is particularly interesting. It provides some
history. The process of plea bargaining holds an important role in our criminal
justice system. It appears that Bob McDonnell was offered an opportunity to
plead guilty to only one charge. He decided to go to trial. Now he and his wife
have been convicted of many charges.
One of my concerns about the criminal law system is that sometimes a person
may have committed a single crime, but prosecutors build a case accusing the
person of many different crimes (e.g., assault, aggravated assault, conspiracy to
commit assault, etc.). In turn, when a suspect is confronted with the threat of a
huge criminal case being brought against them, with the possibility of very long
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prison sentence, there can be a temptation to accept plea bargain, even though the
suspect believes they are innocent. I see this as an ethical concern. It is possible
that McDonnell believed that he and his wife were innocent. So he may have
turned down the plea bargain because he sincerely believed he would be found
innocent at trial.


Dad in GA hot car death charged with murder. It was a month or two ago that I
read about the tragic death of a child in a hot car. The dad said that he had
forgotten that his son was in the car. My father did something similar when he
took my little brother to a bar, had a few drinks, and drove home without Tom.
My father was not punished by the law, but he was “in the doghouse” with my
mother and Tom. When I read about the GA case, one theory that was floated by
police was that the man was in an unhappy marriage, and he believed that
becoming childless would make it easier for him to escape from his wife. I
thought this theory was “farfetched.” However, this September 5 article tells us
that the police and prosecutor have solidified their thinking that the father
deliberately killed his son.
A few years ago, a couple from Denmark was in New York City. In Denmark,
which is a cold weather country, the people believe that it is good for children to
spend time outside on cold days. The couple visited a NYC restaurant. They sat
at their table inside the window, and they parked their child in a stroller outside
the window. The couple was arrested for child abuse for letting their child sit
outside on a cold day. In other words, what is normal parental behavior in
Denmark can be a criminal offense in American culture? Aside from putting the
parents in jail, the authorities normally take the child away from the parents while
their case works its way through the courts. Even though the parents are
presumed innocent until proven guilty, the social services agency tends to assume
that the parents are unfit until they are found innocent. Did these parents have
any criminal intent?



John A. Walker, ringleader of spy family, dies at 77. John Walker was a famous
spy. He was not a James Bond type. He was an enlisted man in the US Navy.
He was not paid very well, so he approached the Russians and began selling them
secrets. I saw him interviewed about 20 years ago. His comments were
interesting. The interviewer said, “How were you able to establish a relationship
with the Russians that would allow you to be paid for providing them with
intelligence? Walker responded, “I simply walked into the Russian Embassy in
DC and told someone that I wanted to sell them some classified information.”



Lesotho military moves police. Most people from advanced countries are looking
for the “rule of law.” That can mean many things. For example, it means that, if
someone harms you (say, breeches a contract), you can go to court and get a fair
hearing. It can also mean that, if you are arrested, you will get a fair hearing from
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the criminal justice system. In some countries, there can be a poor relationship
between law enforcement agencies, or between law enforcement and military. In
this article, the squabble is between the military and police in Lesotho, an
independent country that lies within the Republic of South Africa. How would
you like to be a criminal defendant or prisoner in that sort of environment? The
guards would have higher priorities than treating prisoners ethically.
Currently there is a squabble between various factions of the government in
Pakistan. The ex-president, a military man, is under house arrest. He seems to be
fighting with the current president. Another guy, a retired cricket player, is
complaining that the most recent presidential election was fixed. Do you think
you could get a fair trial in that environment?
In 1967, I visited Colombia. This was before the country was ruined by the drug
trade. There were big questions about who was in charge. The Communists were
said to be controlling rural areas. The government was said to be controlling the
cities, except for the National University in Bogota, which was controlled by the
Communists. On the street, I could see police officers wearing many colors of
uniforms. There were police dressed in tan, police dressed in green, police
dressed in blue, and police dressed in gray. I could not read their badges, but I
assumed that the different colors might mean city police, county police, state
police, and federal police. Walking on the sidewalk, I would turn a corner and
nearly stumble into one of these policemen. Each one was about five feet six
inches tall, and each one had a machine gun under his arm, with his finger on the
trigger. These police were heavily armed. I never heard a shot fired during my
week in Bogota. If I had been arrested there, would I have gotten fair treatment?
A few years ago, there was a power struggle between federal and provincial
police in Mexico. A new Chevy Suburban was stolen from a lady in San Diego.
A few days later she was watching a TV news story about a shootout between the
Mexican federal and provincial police. The TV showed a chief of police driving
her vehicle, and it still had her California license plates on it. In northern Mexico,
powerful people hire bounty hunters to go into San Diego to steal vehicles and
bring them into Mexico. The Chevy Suburban, 4-wheel drive model, is the
vehicle of choice for these folks.


Whisked away by the Vatican. A couple of weeks ago I provided a news clip
about how the Pope is begging forgiveness for the inappropriate behavior of
priests with boys. Yet here is an example where the Vatican seems to be
providing soft punishment for a wrongdoer. Instead of allowing Jozef
Wesolowski to be tried in Santo Domingo, he was pulled back to the Vatican,
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which says they will provide trial and punishment. Skeptics are using this story to
question the Pope’s commitments.


College try. The New York Times Sunday magazine usually carries a one-page
column on ethical questions. This article is not about ethics in criminal justice. It
is about what obligations a college graduate has to their parents who paid for their
education.

